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the district consisted of several divisions, the
northern part being known in the earliest
days as Akkad, or Accad, and the southern
part as Shumar, or Shinar. The surface is
an alluvial plain, formed in great part
through deposits by the river. At one time
the plain was covered with a network of
canals and was very fertile, but it is now a
cheerless waste.
People. The Babylonians were a quick-
witted, commercial people, fond of letters
and other peaceful pursuits. Their language
closely resembled that of the Hebrews and
Phoenicians. It was written in cuneiform
characters, first on papyrus leaves and later
on clay tablets (see cuneiform inscrip-
tions). In bulk the remains of the literature
are immense, and consist largely of hymns,
prayers, omens and incantations, but include,
also, epics, myths, legends and historical
works. There are also works on science,
agriculture and commercial law, which show
that some important progress had been made
along these lines. The system of government
was a pure despotism, with viceroys ruling
the provinces under the king, who dwelt in
luxurious seclusion from the people. The
worship of the dead played a prominent part
in the Babylonian religion.
Art. In Babylonia, architecture as a fine
art was first practiced. The material used
was sun-dried bricks, and the tools used in
building were very simple. As the land was
flat, the buildings were erected on high plat-
forms of brick, reached by stairways.
Statues, both standing and seated, carved
basins and low reliefs show that the Baby-
lonians practiced sculpture in more varied
forms than the Assyrians, but, probably ow-
ing to their lack of stone, they never attained
to the skill of their neighbors.
History. The earliest settlements of Baby-
lonia are now below the level of the water
table. Those which we can excavate show a
people with a highly developed painted pot-
tery and copper weapons. From some place
outside Babylonia came the Surnerians who
established the remarkable civilization dis-
covered at Ur and other sites (see akche-
oloqy). Th® Akkadians who spoke a Semitic
language eventually gained control of the
country, especially the northern districts
which became known as Akkad. About 2100
b. o. a powerful king named Hammurabi set
up a kingdom with his capital at Babylon.
About 1900 b. a> began the colonization
 of Assyria by the Babylonians. Once estab-
lished, Assyria grew to be a rival of the
parent state, and wars between the two na-
tions were almost constant. From about 1782
b. cv Babylonia was ruled for over five cen-
turies by a people known as the Kassites,
who came from Media.
During the next two hundred fifty years,
no less than four changes in dynasties took
place, native Babylonians alternating with
Kassites. In 1026 b. c. a native ruler came
to the throne. But about this time Assyria
began to interfere in Babylonian affairs, and
in 710 B. c. Sargon II, a powerful king of
Assyria, reduced Babylonia to an Assyrian
province, although its final subjugation was
not effected until 689 b. c., when Sargon's
son Sennacherib destroyed Babylon. Less
than one hundred years later, when the Assyr-
ian power began to wane,, the Babylonians,
incited by Nabopolassar of Chaldaea and
aided by a horde of Medes under Cyaxares,
revolted and, marching into Assyria, took
and destroyed Nineveh.
Nabopolassar then established the new
Babylonian kingdom, about 626 b. o. His son,
Nebuchadnezzar, ruling from about 604-561
b. c., was the most powerful monarch who
ever sat on the Babylonian throne. He con-
quered Jerusalem and Tyre and ravaged
Egypt along the shores of the Mediterranean.
Moreover, he raised Babylon to its highest
degree of splendor and power. Nebuchad-
nezzar was succeeded by a line of weak kings,
and the country was in a constant state of
turmoil until 538 B. o., when Cyrus the Great
captured Babylon. After this Babylonia was
a Persian province until, with the conquest
of Alexander the Great, it passed under Greek
control and then into the hands of the Par-
thians. After Alexander's death the country
suffered many political changes but was
fairly prosperous until the Mongol invasion
an the thirteenth century. See babylon;
assyria 5 excavations in ancient lands.
BACCHUS, bak'kus (Dionysus), the god
of wine, son of Jupiter and Semele. He first
taught the cultivation of the vine and the
preparation of wine. In art he is repre-
sented usually as naked, but sometimes he
has an ample mantle about his shoulders or
a fawnskin across his breast. He is often
accompanied by Silenus, Bacchantes or
satyrs. The Bacchanalia, the feasts periodi-
cally held in his honor, were so licentious that
they were abolished by the Roman Senate in

